
Staying silent wouldn’t seem like the 
most practical way for someone to lead 
a demonstration, but for the Day of Si-
lence, there isn’t any other way for to be 

a part of it than to keep quiet.
The Day of Silence is an annual day originally organized by the 

Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network, or GLSEN. Found-
ed in 1996, the Day of Silence is a day-long event in solidarity for 
those people who are forced to stay silent about their sexuality in 
fear of retribution or violence. High school and college students 
can wear pins and give “speaking cards” to their teachers, notifying 
them of the reason behind their silence.

The GLSEN held the Day of Silence on April 17 this year, stay-
ing with the 13-year tradition of holding it on a Friday. 

Our own QSA took part in the demonstration by holding several 

gay rights events that week, including a showing of the film “Tying 
the Knot” on Monday, a Marriage Equality forum on Wednesday, 
and a booth displaying information about the Day of Silence on 
Thursday.

 “Tying the Knot” is a documentary about the issues facing 
same-sex marriage in the US. The film follows real-life gay couples 
that have run afoul of current laws despite various levels of plan-
ning. The movie also has points of view from the opponents of gay 
marriage.

Keeping with that theme, the QSA held the Marriage Equality 
forum in Carwein Auditorium, featuring a panel of guest speakers. 
Students were able to speak directly to representatives from both 
sides of the issue.

“The forum was very interesting. I can’t remember any specific 
questions brought up by students but the forum itself seemed to 
focus a lot on the religious oppositions to same-sexed marriage,” 
QSA’s Jonathan Long said. “This was most likely caused by the 
makeup of the panel itself.  The only people we could find to speak 
against marriage equality were three ministers from Antioch Bible 

Church in Redmond, Wa.  We did have Senator Dan Swecker 
(R) from the 20th Legislative District scheduled but he had 
to cancel the morning of the forum because the Senate was 
not allowed to leave Olympia that day due to the legislative 
agenda.”

After the forum, there was only one way to finish out the 
week of events for QSA - the Day of Silence.

“The Day of Silence was not dedicated to any one person

See SILENCE, page 10
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Day of Silence finishes off 
week of events for QSA

John Wheeler 
as final write-in 

for senate
As a write-in candidate for student 

senate, John Wheeler has to get the word 
out about his platform and make sure 
people know his name – after all, it won’t 
be printed on ballots next to everyone 
else’s.

Wheeler feels that his leadership skills 
and field experience 
would make him a 
successful student 
leader.

Wheeler has worked 
as a commercial 
fisherman in Alaska for 
10 years, and said being 
responsible for people’s 
lives allowed him to 
hone a strong work 
ethic, sense of responsibility and ability to 
manage critical situations. Upon returning 
to school, Wheeler applied this work ethic 
and drive to his academics as well, and has 
continued to challenge himself.

As a pre-law student who has been 
a part of the UWT community for two 
years, Wheeler has most recently been 
an intern for the Lieutenant Governor’s 
office, and spent much of spring break in 
Olympia working closely with members 
of the office. Through this experience, 
Wheeler has seen through the legislative 
lens how government and democracies 
operate. Working in the legislative office 
has provided Wheeler with what he says is 
legislative approaches that are effective. He 
hopes to apply these to the senate position 
on campus. 

Additionally, Wheeler said that his 
internship has “opened up the world of 
what even one person’s voice can do” in 
terms of pushing through legislative action 
and making an impact on the laws and 
processes that govern both the student body 
and the state. In this same vein, Wheeler 
feels that the adage of “think globally, 
act locally” can make a large impact on 
campus and beyond. 

By acting in a larger, more community-
oriented sense, Wheeler hopes to represent 
more of the students on campus by thinking 
long-term while still implementing 
legislation and changes that reflect the 
issues students have today while allowing 
future students to appreciate the changes 
that have been made. Directly working with 
the other branches of ASUWT government 
is also part of Wheeler’s goal, and hopes 
that this will aid in representing more of the 
voices on campus by ensuring concerns are 
met in all realms of the ASUWT office.

Serving as a senator allows for student
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QSA president junior Jonathan Long 
spreads the word by staying silent

Photo by Abby Williamson

Students visit the information table raising awareness for the Day of Silence this past Thursday, April 16. The actual 
event was the next day, on Friday.

See WHEELER, page 10
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